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FROM VICAR’S DESK
Dearly beloved in Christ,
We are now in final month of 2021. Looking into this
past year, I am sure that you can characterize life’s experiences as joyous, surprising, sorrowful, difficult, …etc.
I know the global pandemic and emerging variants have not made things easy for us. For some it may have
been uneventful. No matter what experiences we have in life, as human beings and the children of God, we are
called to praise God for His blessings, grace, and mercy in our lives: for everything He has done, and also for
who He is – our Lord and our God, which was the faith affirmation of St. Thomas the Apostle after the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ as proclaimed at the end of the Gospel according to St. John 20:28.
This month, we have entered the 25-day lent. Many of the churches in the western tradition refer
to this season as Advent. It is the time for us to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. God sent His only begotten
Son to this world, to redeem us from our sins and save us. He became the Lamb of God. This saving experience
of Jesus Christ needs to be remembered as we celebrate Christmas. We need to move from selfishness to
selflessness. Just as Christ broke Himself for us, we need to break ourselves up for the sake of the gospel,
witness, and mission to the world. This is the true meaning of celebrating Christmas. Let us offer the saving
gift of Christ Jesus to this world, especially as we continue to live a life through the global pandemic.
Let us prepare ourselves for the birth of the Lord. Let us allow Christ to re-enter our lives and our
hearts. Christmas will be celebrated in many ways by many people around the world. Are our celebrations
purely secular? Look at the first Christmas; it was a time of danger and promise. Christmas needs to be a
humbling experience. Let us celebrate this year’s Christmas in a way which in accordance with our faith in the
Lord. Let this year’s Christmas be a repenting and transformative experience. Remember, every major fast is
followed by a major feast. We spend 25 days in fasting, praying, and intensifying our prayers, and we celebrate
the birth of our Lord at the culmination of this fast. Many times, our attitude has given particular attention to
the feasting instead of the fasting. Let us correct our ways.
As a parish, we are glad that God-willing, our Diocesan Bishop will be visiting the church on
December 25. Many of our children will be partaking in the sacraments of Holy Confession & Holy Qurbana
for the first time. The first communicants class are in progress. As a faith community, let us remember and
pray for them as they take a new step in their spiritual life.
On behalf of my family and myself, we wish you and your families a blessed and meaningful
Christmas, and a Happy and Blessed New Year!
May the blessings of God the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Sincerely,
Dennis Achen
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Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
As we wrap up another year I want to thank all of you for all the support each one of you provided to successfully transition from on online only mode to a completely open mode of conducting our services. It’s a busy season, lets continue to keep all of our Christmas services and
gatherings all of our prayers while being safe.

NEWS
•

Please remember your dues

•

Christmas Day service starts at 8 AM

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

•

Watch Night Service at 10 PM

Prayers and Regards,
Anil Jacob

CONTACTS

.

•

Vicar: Rev. Dennis Abraham - vicar@marthomasf.org -

•

Lay Chaplain: Pushpa Samuel - pushpa.samuel@gmail.com - 630 292 3854
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