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FROM VICAR’S DESK
Dearly beloved in Christ,
This month we are celebrating Thanksgiving Day. This is a time many look forward to,
in spending time together as families and friends. Many look forward to the Black Friday & Cyber
Monday sales to do shopping. Amidst the festivities, we should never lose sight of the historical
and biblical premise for Thanksgiving. The former is familiar for all, but I would like to reflect on
the latter.
The bible always speaks about giving thanks to God in a manner which is followed by
living a life of gratitude and commitment. In Luke 17, we see Jesus healing the ten lepers. Only
one, who was a Samaritan, returned, prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet, and praised God aloud.
Prostration was a sign of his humility and commitment. He praised God through his own words.
His response was immediate. True thanksgiving is followed by living a life of true gratitude and
commitment. The other nine were became so obsessed with their healing, and lost sight of the
living God. Are we the same? The most unexpected person offered thanks, at the most unexpected
time.
We are called to live such a commitment. Being a diaspora community, we have immigrated to this country, which we call as our home. Are we grateful to God for the blessings received? Is our life a true reflection of our gratitude to God? Does our gratitude result in tangible
and fruitful responses, such as reflection, repentance, and renewal? Do we allow ourselves to be
stewards of blessings so that God’s kingdom can be furthered, and His name glorified? We are
blessed to bless others. May our blessing win ourselves and others for the kingdom of God.
Let us move away from the celebratory / consumeristic / capitalistic attitude of
Thanksgiving, and understand the spirit and real meaning of thanksgiving. Let us recommit ourselves into God’s keeping. This is part of our missional purpose. I wish you all a blessed Thanksgiving.
In the same way, we celebrated All Saints’ Day on November 1. Let us thank God for the
men and women who lived the true Christian faith and have passed on their faith legacy, heritage,
tradition, and teachings to us. May their memories always be eternal, and may we live lives of
gratitude to our Lord.
May the blessings of God the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Sincerely,
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Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Thank you all for your participation in the Convention and Harvest Festival last month, both the
events turned out to be huge success, given our nascent recovery from the pandemic . By God’s
grace we have been able to fully transition to a fully opened church. Please continue to keep the
Parish in your prayers as we enter the Thanksgiving and Christmas season. Wishing you all a very
Happy Thanksgiving!

NEWS
•

Church is open at full capacity

•

Registration is not required to attend

•

Please continue to wear masks

Prayers and Regards,
Anil Jacob
CONTACTS
.

•

Vicar: Rev. Dennis Abraham - vicar@marthomasf.org -

•

Lay Chaplain: Pushpa Samuel - pushpa.samuel@gmail.com - 630 292 3854

MONTHLY EVENTS

RECURRING EVENTS

AREA PRAYER MEETINGS
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

LITURGICAL CHURCH CALENDAR
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Luke Muthalaly (01)
Reni Varghese (05)
Jibu George (08)
Biju Abraham (09)
David Sam (10)
Juana Varghese (10)
Aniamma Cherian (11)
Johnson Abraham (13)
Hannah Mathews (15)
Joshua Jacob (16)
Eva Vurghese (16)
Roy Chacko (17)
Rency Joseph (18)
Brad Varghese (18)
Shannon Cherian (20)
Rajan Philip (20)
Jebu Jacob (21)
Albin Shabu (21)
Ian Jacob (22)
Erin Johnson (23)
Sam George (25)
Elvis Titus (25)
Sherly Issac (28)
Daniel Philip (29)
Biju Varughese (29)

Stanley Samuel (05)
Jubin Jose (07)
Jaden Viji (08)
Raichal Roy (10)
Annamma Thomas (10)
Joel Varughese (10)
Roy Thomas (12)
Shawn Jacob (13)
Nikhil Roy (15)
Jeremy Varughese (16)
Rhea Vurghese (16)
Angeline Roy (17)
Anu Samuel (18)
Anaya Jacob (19)
Vinu Mathews (20)
Mirelle George (21)
Anitha Paul (21)
Leena Isaac (22)
Jyotika Abraham (23)
Janessa Varghese (24)
Leena Jacob (25)
Philip Roy (26)
Aditi Abraham (29)
Leelamma Varghese (29)
Emil Kurian (30)

HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
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Leela & Mathew Thomas (01)
Silpa & Oommen Thomas (02)
Saumya & Aju Philip (02)
Susha & Vijayan Varghese (05)
Beena & Bejoy Oomman (07)
Mary & Mathews George (11)
Santamma & Kaithara George (12)
Saramma & Mathew Palakothu (12)
Mariamma & Babu Ipe (13)
Darly & Shabu Eapen (13)
Beena & Johnykutty Jacob (17)
Ajni & John Chankaramangalam (18)
Elizabeth & Joseph George (20)
Maya & Vinu Mathews (22)
Sherly & John Jacob (24)
Raichal & Roy Philip (27)
Graceykutty & Georgekutty Kuruvilla (28)
Sindhu & Jibu George (29)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE (INCLUDING PASSION WEEK)
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