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FROM VICAR’S DESK
Dearly beloved in Christ,
We have entered the final quarter of the year 2021, and this is a time to thank God for His blessings, mercy, and grace upon us. It is also a time where we think about our lives, and see how we can be more
creative and productive in God’s kingdom.
As far as the church and lectionary is concerned, October is an important month. Each Sunday is important as
it commemorates different ministries of the church. The first Sunday is for the ‘Mar Thoma Evangelistic
Association,’ (Edavaka Mission), Differently Abled Sunday, Youth Sunday, and Family Dedication Sunday. We
are having our Parish Convention during the third weekend of October.
As we celebrate Christian Family Dedication Sunday, the theme set apart by the church is Family: Replica of
the Kingdom of God. As a church this month, it is important to examine our family life, and the way we are
raising up our children in the faith. We raise our children with the ambition/in order to see them become
successful in life. We want what is best for them, and we will work hard to ensure they receive the various
opportunities. Parents will work hard to make sure their children receive the best education available letting
them study up to Bachelor’s, Master’s, Ph.D, Post-Doc, research levels, etc. But have we given the same emphasis with Christian Education and spiritual growth? Let our homes be reflections of the Kingdom of God.
In the Hebrew culture, the father or the head of the household would teach the children about their faith,
before allowing the children to do anything else. First priority was for faith and faith education; then only will
children be sent out from the home into the world. When the process took place in this order, children would
be aware of things learnt at home, this would remain in their minds and be a rich asset as they faced various
experiences and challenges in the world. This is explained in Deuteronomy 11:18-21, where the importance of
children in the faith is highlighted. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train a child the way he should go and when he is old
he will not turn from it.” We as a faith community are given the responsibility to raise our children and youths
up in the faith. That is the represented through our participation in Holy Baptism. In the Baptism liturgy, we
are reminded that we as a faith community have the responsibility to bring that particular child in the faith.
Today, there are many challenges that we as Christians, and our younger generation faces, and we as a faith
community must be a support system, especially for those going through these various predicaments. This is
vital to the mission of the church.
As a church, we have a rich heritage, and it is important that we communicate the faith of our
forefathers to our children. It is not ONLY the role of the Sunday School teachers to teach the faith. Parents
are to make the effort. If we do not teach our children and youths our faith and tradition, who will? What will
be the ‘climate’ of the church in the next generation? Can we sow the seeds of faith during our lifetime? Just as
we tell stories about the faith of our parents, what faith stories can our younger generation say about us?
We have reached a critical point in our faith history, and honest thinking and creative responses are necessary. May we use our time faithfully make decisions about our faith, and re-organize our faith so that we can
be a faithful witness to Christ in this world.
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Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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By God’s grace we were very fortunate that the COVID incident in our church was isolated and contained,
thanks to trustees for springing into action so we can continue the in person worship with minimal disruption. Please remember our Parish Convention in your prayers. We are trying the online auction this year and I
would like to request your cooperation and prayers in making it a great success.

NEWS
•

Lets continue to stay safe through this pandemic and keep the folks who are impacted in our prayers.
Prayers and Regards,
Anil Jacob

Please reserve to attend service in
person at in person reservation link

CONTACTS
•

Vicar: Rev. Dennis Abraham - vicar@marthomasf.org -

•

Lay Chaplain: Pushpa Samuel - pushpa.samuel@gmail.com - 630 292 3854
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Hannah Jacob (01)
Rosamma Kurian (02)

Rosin Tharakan (01)
Anna Mathews (02)

Santosh Palackamannil Abraham (02)

Shino Kurian (03)

Sumeetha Jacob (04)

Libby Kurien (05)

Dhanya Mathew (05)

Roshney Pratheep (05)

Susan Thomas (06)

Raju Issac (07)

Isabel Roy (07)

Nisha Alex (08)

Melvin Thomas (08)

Abin John (10)

Boby Thomas (11)

Shaun Ninan (13)

Rachel Johnson (14)

Sally Kurien (14)

Aakash Jacob (15)

Mathew Jacob (15)

Leelamma Philip (15)

Beena Jacob (16)

Michelle George (17)

Ancy Varghese (17)

Juley George (18)

Naomi Mammen (18)

Raju Thomas (18)

Animon Cherian (19)

Daniel George (19)

Rhea Skaria (19)

Josie Varghese (20)

Aiden Alexander (22)

Elizabeth Chandy (22)

Sreya Mathew (22)

Makayla Philipose (22)

Shelby Saji (22)

Abigail Anish (23)

Noel Mammen (23)

Santhosh Cherian (26)

Cherian Mathews (26)

Shija Johnson (27)

Roshan Mathews (27)

Omana Alexander (28)

Joshua Jacob (28)

Jaiden George (29)
Anoushka Samuel (30)

Sarah Thomas (29)

HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Baby & Jebu Jacob, (05)
Valsamma & Dr. M. M. Thomas (07)
Sunu & Sajeev Mathew, (09)
Darlena & Titus George (15)
Anitha & Reggie John (24)
Nisha & Roji Roy (25)
Daisy & Shaji Mathew (27)
Nora & Shino Kurian (29)
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE (INCLUDING PASSION WEEK)
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